
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2020 

Dearly Beloved, 
 
Praying you are doing well at the end of March, as we look ahead to the celebration of the 
resurrection of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ!  In the midst of a world that is dealing with fear 
and uncertainty, and for many, a sense of helplessness and hopelessness, all the more the 
message of Jesus’ death and His resurrection have meaning for us. 
 
I remember many years ago, I heard a retold sermon of a pastor who repeated over and over 
again at a Good Friday Service, “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s a coming!”  Yes, on that first Good 
Friday, Jesus was crucified on a cross for all of mankind’s sins.  It was a dark and gloomy day, 
as if all of creation mourned the death of the Son of God who willingly offered Himself as a 
sacrifice upon a most gruesome wooden cross used for execution.  Someone has said that it 
was not the nails that kept Jesus on the cross, but it was His love for the Father and us that kept 
Him there until He finally declared, “It is finished!”, and then breathed His last.  That was Friday, 
but Sunday was coming! 
 
Maybe we are feeling that we are in a dark and gloomy time right now; kind of like that first Good 
Friday.  For us today, it is good to remember that indeed, Sunday is coming!  Jesus, while on 
His way to Jerusalem to go to the cross, told His disciples, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be 
accomplished. For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated 
and spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise 
again.” (Luke 18:31-33) 
 
Jesus made it clear that although He would suffer and die, that He will rise again.  For early on 
the first day of the week, which came on the third day after that Friday (the three days include 
that Friday), Jesus rose from the grave just as He said He would.  This was confirmed by the 
angels that were at the empty tomb, who told the women who were there, “Why do you seek the 
living One among the dead? He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to 
you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” (Luke 24:5c-7)  Sunday has already 
come, and because of that specific Sunday nearly 2000 years ago, we have hope even in dark 
and gloomy times. 
 
Barring any further governmental restrictions, please join us in celebrating and affirming the truth 
that we serve a risen and living Savior through participating in our Joint Resurrection (Easter) 
Sunday Worship Service on Sunday, April 12, from 10:00 am.  We will not be having a Sonrise 
Service and Easter Breakfast on that day, but let us rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection, and also in a 
sense resurrect worshiping together as a church family on that special day of great celebration! 

 
       Prayerfully in Christ, 
       Pastor Ichibei 
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